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The public meeting was added onto the end of a Canalway Trails Working Group (CTWG) 
monthly meeting.  Members of the CTWG were present as well as public. 
 
Andrew Labruzzo (NYSDOS) – Introduced project providing background on funding and the 
large Waterfront Revitalization Plan that the trails are a part. 
 
Marlene Bissell (CTWG & Hudson Crossing Park) – Introduced the Canalways project 
 
CLA SITE provided a history of the project and process that has progressed the design to 
date. A Powerpoint slide show gave the background and graphic support for the discussion.  
The slides are attached. 
 
Outline of Powerpoint Presentation 

I. Project Location 
II. Site Analysis  

A. Lock 5 Island Sensory Trail 
1. Existing trails 
2. Archeological sites 
3. Wet areas 
4. Cleared Path 

B. Route 4 – Coveville Trail 
1. Potential trail routes 
2. Private property 
3. Wet areas 
4. Physical limitations 

III.  Preferred Trail Route and Permitting 
A. Lock 5 Island Sensory Trail 

1. To follow existing cleared area 
2. Relocate connection to future parking to avoid wetlands 
3. Canal Corp permit, Army Corps Permit for flood plain, and SHPPO 

Sign-off 
B. Route 4 – Coveville Trail 

1. Trail to follow Turnpike Road on west side of Route 4 
2. Avoid large wetland complex east of Route 4 
3. Crossings of Rt. 4 require DOT permit 
4. Potential to join old Canal Towpath or old Rail bed (on private land) 
5. Army Corps Federal permit for wetland disturbance 

IV. Conceptual Design 
A. Lock 5 Island Sensory Trail 

1. Alt 1 & 2 follow same/ similar path 
2. Take advantage of clear areas and existing overlook points 



3. Sensory trail will have either texture change at edge of path or guide 
rope to provide guidance, perpendicular markings ID points of 
interest and/ or distances 

4. Trail to tie into design for proposed kayak launch 
5. Entry by Dix bridge to be as current clearing suggests – utility pole 

to be removed. 
B. Route 4 – Coveville Trail 

1. North section to remain the same in both alternates 
2. Boardwalk/ Bridge system will get users from the Route 4 corridor 

onto the old Canal towpath, over a wetland/ stream 
3. All sections exceeding 4% will be paved 
4. southern portion as trail parallels Hanehan Road and Route 4  

a. Trail to follow grade of Hanehan Road, requires large retaining 
wall (12-14 feet), limits wetland impact to 10,000 sf, $970,000. 

b. Trail to follow grade of Rt 4 and then climb steeply to meet 
Turnpike Road, limits retaining wall height, 18,000 sf of wetland 
impact, more pavement, saves approximately $300,000 

 
The public was given opportunity for questions and comments.   

- Rope, chain, or cable guidance along Sensory Trail will be damaged by falling trees 
and limbs 

- Texture change is nice but using a wood product could pose a problem for long term 
maintenance 

- Trail along Route 4 should be moved further away to limit snow and spray from the 
road from impacting the trail 

- Cost should be a strong consideration in all decisions.  Keeping cost down will help 
to limit need for fund raising 

- Construction detailing should be simple and durable. 
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This project was prepared for the New York State Department of State with funds 
provided under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund

Cost ComparisonCost ComparisonCost ComparisonCost Comparison
Route 4 Route 4 Route 4 Route 4 ---- Coveville Trail SectionCoveville Trail SectionCoveville Trail SectionCoveville Trail Section

Alternate 1Alternate 1Alternate 1Alternate 1

•$970,000$970,000$970,000$970,000 Alternate 2Alternate 2Alternate 2Alternate 2
•$670,000$670,000$670,000$670,000

This project was prepared for the New York State Department of State with funds provided under 
Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund
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